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Summary 
 

 
Medical devices are of crucial interest in orthopaedics, dental, cardiovascular, and soft-tissue 
reconstruction. They represent a huge market for the industry and exciting scientific 
challenges for researchers, as hopes for a better life for millions of patients. Many of them are 
exploiting the behaviour of today’s innovative biomaterials that are showing increased 
complexity and multi-functionality.   Used for tissue substitution or regeneration, as well as 
for diagnostics and drug release, they are also more often associated to biologic substances.  
 
The path leading from the concept of a device to an effective and safe product is full of pitfalls.  
To release a product to the market demand a long selective exercise, which requires different 
concurrent skills; patents, financing, process development, clinical, regulatory, business 
development, etc... all finalized to the final objective.  
 
This symposium aims to collect testimonies of academics, medical-device producers, and 
entrepreneurs as well as other core competences to illustrate the commercial development 
of new biomaterials concepts and technologies.  
 
Experiences of academic spin-offs and of innovative start-ups are especially welcome.  
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